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The President’s Corner WEBSTER LAKE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

F i f t e e n 
years ago 
my wife 
and I moved 
to Webster 
Lake because 
we wanted 
to have a 

place for our children and grandchil-
dren to come and enjoy all the ame-
nities of lake living. After a couple of 
years living here full-time we decided 
that the lake was a part of living here, 
but a bigger part was the commu-
nity of North Webster. What makes 
a great community is the energy and 
the people who give of their time and 
talents for the betterment of all. We 
have learned that there is so much 
more to living on Webster Lake and 
that is our community and all the 
wonderful events that are ongoing 
year-round.  Continued on page 2.
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Lake Webster is a lake rich in aquatic 
vegetation. Webster Lake Conserva-
tion Association (WLCA), manages 
the vegetation through a series of 
steps throughout the year. It starts 
with a survey of the aquatic vegeta-
tion which measures the amount and 
the diversity. An Aquatic Vegetation 
Management Plan is made by WLCA 
and subsequently reviewed and 
approved by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (IDNR), 
Division of Fish and Wildlife. WLCA 
then applies for permission to treat 
the lake according to this plan. The 
IDNR then reviews and approves the 
treatment prior to any application of 
herbicide or pesticide.  
New tools for measuring the vegetation 
and treating the vegetation are im-
proving continuously. Last summer 
the IDNR began measuring the lake 
using one of these tools for mapping 
the vegetation in Lake Webster.  

Most of the blue areas of the map are 
devoid of vegetation due to the depth 

of the lake. The red areas are those 
with a maximum amount of vegeta-
tion. Lake mapping cannot tell us the 
species makeup of the vegetation, 
but does tell us the quantity.
WLCA also contracts a Tier II Sur-
veillance Survey of the vegetation.  
This survey is of predetermined 
locations which measure the amount 
and diversity of the aquatic vegetation.  
WLCA has done this measurement 
uninterrupted, now, for over ten 
years. The current makeup of Webster 
Lake vegetation is shown below as a 
percentage of the overall area where 
vegetation can grow.

INVASIVE
     EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL
NATIVE
     COONTAIL
     CHARA
     SLENDER NAIAD
     LEAFY PONDWEED
     WHITESTEM PONDWEED

Continued on page 2.

EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL

(See page 4 for description of this
invasive species.)



The President’s Corner    Continued from front page.

Last month we attended the Memorial Day parade and service 
following at the cemetery to honor those who served and fought 
for our freedoms. This month we will enjoy two events:  The Dixie 
Ride and Carry-In Brunch on Saturday, June 20, at 9:30 a.m., 
which is free to the members of the Webster Lake Conservation 
Association and the Mermaid Festival, held June 24-27, with 
parades, great food, and lots of entertainment. Dixie Day will 
take place on Saturday, July 25. It’s a full day of entertainment, 
an art festival, sidewalk sales, food, and a car/motorcycle show.  
The Heart of Harvest Fall Festival, held on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26, at the Fairgrounds is geared for the whole family with 
food, pony rides, face-painting and many other areas to just enjoy 
a wonderful day. On Saturday, October 3, the annual Heart of 
the Community Charity Auction and Raffle raises money for the 
Community Center, which is 100% funded by the community.  
It is a lot of fun with great food, a silent auction, and a live auc-
tion in the gym. Around Halloween, the Lion’s Club sponsors a 
haunted house and at Christmas and Easter there are parties for the 
children at the Community Center.
There are always many events going on at the Community 
Center for all to enjoy. Check out their website (www.
nwcommunitycenter.com) for details.  In the Community Center, 
North Webster has a first-class library with a great selection of 
books and DVDs, along with computers and many magazines 
and newspapers. (See library article in this issue.)
Throughout the summer season on many Saturday nights the 
Ski Bees will be performing at the town park and many Friday 
nights there will be Music in the Park. Schedules of dates will be 
posted at the pavilion and also in the local papers. It is always 

fun to take the family for a ride on the Dixie, which has been on 
the lake for 86 years. Everyone loves the Dixie!
We have many small businesses which support our community 
with generous donations of items and money to support the 
Community Center and the 4th of July Fireworks display. Several 
also provide a discount to dues-paying members of WLCA with 
the Saver Card. They take the time to work at events and serve on 
the Chamber of Commerce, various boards and committees to 
make these events possible for all to enjoy.  Please support all of 
our businesses in our area.  Shop locally!
Have a wonderful summer and enjoy both Webster Lake and the 
community of North Webster.
If you like a community with lots of energy, great people and a 
vibrant atmosphere, North Webster is the place to be. 8
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The WLCA Aquatic Vegetation Management Plan was updated 
and presented at the 2014 annual fall meeting with the IDNR 
Fish & Wildlife Division representatives in Columbia City. We 
were informed of further changes of DNR policy in the allowable 
treatment options available.  Regardless, we applied for treat-
ment of the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS), primarily milfoil, 
in Lake Webster and were denied full treatment. We appealed 
this decision and were denied again.  We were then approved to 
treat the shoreline and a small fraction of the milfoil.

Since this DNR policy denies us full treatment of AIS, primarily 
Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM), we are concerned for our native 
species vegetation and fisheries habitat. The current estimate 
of milfoil in Webster Lake this year is 186 acres. The DNR 
approved treatment of 26 of those acres. As the native species 
are crowded out, it will take us longer to recover from this inva-
sion and return to the rich diverse environment we have long 
enjoyed. We are currently seeking to better understand the new 
DNR policy but are already feeling its ramifications. 8

Recently there have been some concerns about wake boats appearing on lakes in Kosciusko County. Wake boats are V-drive inboards 
with large motors and ballast tanks that can hold up to 1500 lbs. of water plus passengers. This makes them ideal for surfing on the 4 ft. 
or higher wakes that follow behind. For this reason they should only be operated in areas of water depths of 20 ft. or more. Operating 
them in shallow depths results in the disruption of the bottom silt and nutrients. This disruption causes a loss of clarity of the water 
and also releases phosphorus, which causes an increase in algae. As these boats run deep in the water, they stir up the bottom and leave 
a mud trail in our shallow lake. They also chop up invasive milfoil that then spreads to all areas of the lake. In an effort to preserve the 
integrity of our lake, please follow these guidelines when boating:
• Start pulling up skiers in deep water.
• Only tube in the deeper parts of the lake.
• Idle until 200 feet from shore.
• Make sure you are in at least 20 feet of water before opening up throttle.  
• Plane your boat as quickly as possible to protect the lake bottom.
• Respect buoys and protected areas.
If we all follow these simple suggestions when boating, we will be able to preserve 
our beautiful lakes both now and for future generations. 8



 
 

2015 WLCA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
(Please return this voucher with your payment)

 
Name(s) _______________________________________  
 ______________________________________________ 
Lake Address ___________________________________ 
Mailing Address  _________________________________   
_________________________________________________________ 
Contact Phone(s) _________________________________ 
 
Membership Dues                  $     100.00 
Fireworks Fund                      $  _______  
Invasive Species (Weeds)       $  _______  
 
TOTAL:                                   $ _______                                        
 

 
E-mail 
______________________________ 
 
 
E-mail Statements       Yes      No 
 
 
 
Checks Payable to WLCA                              
 
Mail to:   WLCA 
                    P.O. Box 79 
                North Webster, IN 46555   

                                                                         
 
 

Become a dues paying member and save big. All paid members can save money by 
shopping at many of our local businesses. Upon receipt of your dues payment, a 
Saver Card, together with a list of all participating merchants and their incentive 
offers, will be mailed to you. Shop locally and take advantage of great discounts with 
these merchants. 8

BECOME A WLCA MEMBER AND RECEIVE A SAVER CARD!

Able Printing & Business
Services LLC
Free Gift Pack with Printing or Copy 
Order over $20 (one per family please).
Commercial Orders Excluded

Ace Hardware
10% Off Each Gallon of Royal and 
Clark+Kensington paints (interior and 
exterior)

Ace Pest Control
5% Off Any New Service, Plus 5% Off if 
Paid By Cash or Check.  Offer Valid 
for New Customer or New Service for 
Existing Customer.

AK Hare Company
$5.00 Off Full Service Color or Highlight
10% Off All Regular Retail Items

American Legion Post 253
Every Tuesday – Buy 1 Sandwich and 
Get 1 of Equal or Lesser Value Free

Bart’s Water Sports
Buy 1 Get 1 Free Summer 4th of July 
T-Shirt

Bourbon Street Pizza
Any Large 2-Topping Pizza, Breadsticks 
& 2 Litre for $14.99

Clark’s Marine Service
5% Off Retail Priced Manitou Pontoon 
and Evinrude Outboard. 10% Off Retail 
Priced Special Order Manitou Pontoon 
and Evinrude Outboard.  

Clayton’s Garden Center
10% Off on Fridays (Excluding Sale Items)

Custom Canvas and Awnings
10% Off Retail Price

Dave’s Electric, Heating & 
Cooling
$10.00 Off a Service Call

Future Heirlooms: Custom 
Framing
10% Off

Guy’s Lawn Care
10% Off First Application of Fertilizer 
when you sign up for a yearly lawn 
treatment package.

Heart of the Lakes Antique 
Mall
10% Off Any Item $20 or More and
Paid by Cash or Check.

J & W Bakery
A Baker’s Dozen (Buy 12 Rolls/Donuts 
& Get 1 Free)

Jill & Jennifer’s Salon of Style
Purchase a Conditioner and Get a 
Shampoo 1/2 Off. Purchase a Shampoo 
and Get a Conditioner 1/2 Off.

Judy’s Deja Vu Antiques
10% Off All Merchandise Over $20.00

Lake City Clearance Center
5% Off Any Purchase From $400 to 
$1,000. 10% Off Any Purchase Over 
$1,000. Not valid with other offers.

Lions Karate
One Month Free Trial Including a
New Uniform for New Students
($100.00 Value)

Metcalf, Payne & Bell
$10.00 Off Cost of Opening OR Closing
Your Summer Cottage

Old Oak Miniature Golf
One Free Adult Game of Miniature Golf
with a paid Adult Game of Miniature 
Golf

Owen Family Funeral Homes
15% Off Any Monument or Marker 
Purchased from Owen Family Funeral 
Homes & Monuments in North Webster 
or Syracuse

Pilcher’s Shoes 
15% Off on Any Regular Price Product

Pizza King
$2.00 Off 16' Pizza.  Carry-Out & Dine-
In Only (does not apply to Delivery 
Orders)

Satori Boutique
10% Off All Merchandise

Sock’s Marina, Inc.
5% Discount on Winter Storage Fee

Sue’s Creations
Monthly WLCA Saver Card Deal Posted 
in Store. 
All offers subject to change without 
notice.

Tangibles Resale and 
Consignment
5% of Purchase to go to the
North Webster Area Food Pantry

The Java Cottage
Buy One Latte, Get Second Latte Half 
Off (Dine In or Take Out)
Buy One Soup, Get Second Soup Free 
(Dine In Only)
Buy One Slice of Pie, Get Second Slice 
Free (Dine In Only)

Ye Olde Pub
Complimentary Wings with Two
Meals (Sunday through Thursday)

Ye Olde Tackle Box
708 South Main Street (SR 13)
10% Off Live Bait

 

Participating Merchants and Offers are subject to change
by the Participating Merchants at any time without notice.

Visit the WLCA website @ 

www.lakewebster.net 
Important information relative to Webster Lake and 
the WLCA is posted timely to the Special Messages 
section of the website regarding weed treatment, the 
annual fireworks show, meetings and other events.
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WLCA 2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Saturday, June 20 - Annual Dixie Ride & Carry-in Brunch
Please join us for good food and get together with other residents 
of Webster Lake. The Dixie will leave from the Dixie Park Pavilion 

promptly at 9:30 a.m. 

Friday, July 3 - Annual Webster Lake Fireworks Display 
Fireworks will start at approximately 10:00 p.m.

(Rain Date:  Sunday, July 5, at approximately 10 p.m.)
Saturday, August 8  ~ Annual Meeting/Elections

The WLCA annual meeting and elections will be held on 
Saturday, August 8, at 9:30 a.m. at the Dixie Park Pavilion.

Kline Island is the largest island in Webster Lake. It is undergoing severe erosion 
due to waves caused by wind energy, recreation activities (boating and jet skis), and 
harsh winters. The worst area is on the west side of the island, which has been esti-
mated to have lost 20- 25 feet of land. As it erodes, a large amount of silt goes into 
the lake, along with trees and their roots which have to be removed. Further erosion 
and loss of the island, as well as the wetland, will occur unless the windward side is 
protected.
Your lake association is working with the Indiana DNR, Tippecanoe Watershed 
Foundation, and the Methodist Church Camp to obtain grants and money necessary to move forward with this project. We 
have secured a contractor, but are still waiting on one permit. The hope is to start early this fall. If this is not done, over time the 
island will disappear, as has happened with other islands in the lake. Kline Island is used for natural habitat, the Fourth of July 
Fireworks, and as a recreational area. 8

The North Webster Community Public Library is your go-to source for entertainment, learning, and 
connecting with your summer community. The library offers a wide variety of programs and activities 
for adults and children of all ages. You will find a large collection of reading material for boat and beach 
including large print, audiobooks, and e-books along with movies, newspapers, free Wi-Fi, online data-

bases and research resources, the Local History and Genealogy Center, and much more. Plus you can access many resources, includ-
ing streaming movies, music, and audiobooks, directly from our website at www.nweb.lib.in.us. If you have children, you will want to 
enroll them in the Summer Reading Program with prizes and special events throughout the summer.
Although a library card is needed to borrow materials, you don’t need one to attend our programs. They are open to everyone, and 
some of our online resources can also be accessed without a card. However, many of our summer residents qualify for a free North 
Webster Library card. In addition, we are part of the statewide Evergreen Library System, so if you have an Evergreen card from your 
home library, you can use it here as well.

Stop by the library located in the North Webster Community Center or visit our website and Facebook page to discover all that we offer. 8      

North Webster 
Community Public Library

THE LIBRARY IS YOUR GO-TO SOURCE FOR SUMMER

KLINE ISLAND PROTECTION PROJECT

EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL
Eurasian watermilfoil is an extremely well adapted plant, able to 
thrive in a wide variety of environmental conditions. It grows 
well in still and flowing waters, tolerates mild salinities, and can 
even survive under ice. Eurasian watermilfoil grows rooted in 
water depths from 1 to 10 meters, generally reaching the sur-
face in depths of 3 to 5 meters. Adaptable to a wide variety of 
substrate types, this species seems to favor fine textured, inor-
ganic sediments. The plants grow rapidly, branching profusely 
at the surface where they form dense floating mats, choking and 
shading out all other plants in the area. Infestations render 
waters unsuitable for boating, swimming, fishing, and other 
recreational uses.  <www.invasive.org>

POST 253's CANCER CRUISE
ON WEBSTER LAKE - JULY 10-12, 2015

AMERICAN LEGION POST 253
WARRIOR REGATTA ON WEBSTER LAKE

Enjoy a wide variety of activities at the Legion Pavillion, including:
Bake Sale • Silent Auction • Breakfast Buffet • Poker Walk • Raffles 

• Food • Vendors • Car & Bike Cruise-In • Music

Tickets for Cancer Cruise on the Dixie on Sunday are $20 per per-
son or $35 per couple and are available at Post 253. All proceeds 

from all events go to Kosciusko County Cancer Care Fund.
(Dixie Tickets are limited! Get yours soon.)

The American Legion Post 253 is sponsoring The Warrior Regatta, 
a fundraiser for Comfort Warriors.

The event starts at 2:00 PM on Saturday, July 18, at the public boat 
launch off Backwater Road and ends at the Town Park.  Entry fee 
is $20 per person. Bring your kayak, SUP, Canoe or Paddleboat!

Contact the American Legion Post 253 to register, or
for more information (574-834-4297).


