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The President’s Corner WLCA PURCHASES AQUATIC VEGETATION MAPPING UNIT

We l c o m e 
back to 
what I hope 
will be an-
other great 
lake season! 
Of course, 
one of the 
major con-
cerns each 
season is 

the issue with invasive weeds. The 
DNR gave Aquatic Control permission 
to treat all of the 155 acres of Invasive 
Milfoil that had come up this spring 
in the lake.  The treatment was applied 
on May 4 and took 4 weeks for the 
weeds to disappear.  The total cost was 
close to $40,000.  This will open up the 
areas for more native weeds to come 
into these areas that were taken over 
by the milfoil. (Go to www.lakewebster.
net to read the DNR article on weed 
control.)  Last summer we had to come 
back in and treat problem areas in July 
and this was at a cost of $10,000.  This 
year the DNR granted Webster Lake a 
LARE grant which helps defray expenses 
to control the milfoil. This was greatly 
appreciated.

In May, your lake association pur-
chased a Lowrance unit to map the 
vegetation in the lake using a GPS 
system.  We mapped the lake before 
treatment and then will do so three 
weeks after treatment to see how 
effective the treatment was.  We will 
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Webster Lake Conservation Association, 
WLCA, has purchased a Lowrance 
sonar unit to measure the vegetation 
in Webster Lake.  Vegetative mapping 
has been done over the past fifteen 
years by contractors.  Aquatic Vegeta-
tion Committee chairman, Tom Plew, 
requested that WLCA purchase the 
unit for use by the committee.  The 
WLCA Board of Directors passed the 
motion unanimously since it saves 
the association $2,500 each time it is 
mapped.  The Indiana Department of 
Natural Resources, IDNR, which also 
maps lakes, assisted board member 
Kevin Smith in the initial data acqui-
sition and analysis.  Mapping the en-
tire lake presently takes just over 15 
hours of data acquisition.  A team of 
volunteers to operate the sonar is be-
ing formed to measure the vegetation 
periodically and regularly throughout 
the year.  This will also be done before 

and after any treatment of aquatic in-
vasive species to see how effectively 
they were controlled.   

The mapping can be used anytime 
of the year to monitor the volume 
of vegetation in the lake.  In combi-
nation with regular sampling of the 
vegetation to characterize the species 
present a more accurate measurement 
of the lake’s relative health is available.

The analysis is shared with applicators 
that treat the vegetation and the IDNR 
which regulates those treatments. 
This will help manage the aquatic in-
vasive species while encouraging the 
native plants for the fish habitat and 
health of the lake.

It is believed that WLCA is the only 
lake association in this area con-
ducting the vegetative mapping. A 
more objective measurement of veg-

etative volume and 
makeup should help 
manage aquatic invasive 
species.  For those who 
live on or use the lake, 
we are very fortunate 
to have an association 
willing to volunteer 
their time to use this 
equipment for the 
betterment of the lake. 

*
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do it again mid-summer and then again in the fall.  This is 
an objective way to see what is happening with the weeds.  
Webster Lake is on the cutting edge of this, and is the only 
association in the county, and probably the state, to do this.  
(See the articles on vegetative mapping and weeds in this 
newsletter.)

At the end of June, the plan is to come back in and treat the 
shoreline around the lake for weeds that will be coming up 
in the summer.  This will help all homeowners to get their 
boats and watercraft out, along with being able to use the 
beach areas.  By law, you can treat 625 square feet from 
your seawall out into the lake to tamp down the weeds in 
your area.

I have received some inquiries about algae and duckweed. 
Unfortunately, these are not problems that we can control. 
If you go through Wilmot on State Road 5 you can see what 
is covering their waterway. If you see duckweed, you know 
that eventually Backwater and Webster Lakes will be seeing 
it coming through to our areas.

The Watershed Foundation (TWF) works with farmers 
whose land is in the watershed. The topsoil from fields creates 

silt that washes into our lakes, along with phosphorus and 
nitrogen from fertilizer, which is what algae and duckweed 
feed off of. There is  also phosphorous and nitrogen from 
lawn fertilizer, pet waste, septic systems and waterfowl 
which are dumped into the lake that increase the algae, 
duckweed and other weeds that grow and spread.

Our lake association still needs your membership dollars 
to help with the dam, the buoys, the fireworks display, 
weed mapping, and invasive weed control.  If you use the 
lake, whether you live on Backwater or Webster, please 
consider joining the association and paying your dues. A 
membership form is included in this newsletter for your 
convenience. Together we can continue to keep Lake Webster 
clean and safe for fishing, swimming and boating, and to 
make the region healthful, restful, and attractive! 

WHAT DOES THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEAN TO OUR COMMUNITY?
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The North Webster-Tippecanoe Township Chamber of Commerce 
is an active group of member businesses and organizations whose 
mission is to help build a stronger community by promoting 
local businesses and area opportunities for growth. The Chamber 
has a general meeting open to all on the second Monday of each 
month at noon at the American Legion Post 253, 756 S. SR 13. 

The Chamber communicates with the public in a number of ways. 
The North Webster Community Guide is a free annual publica-
tion which gives an overview of what is happening in the area 
and is available at many locations. It includes a yearly calendar 
of events, pertinent phone numbers and interesting information 
about the community. There is also a monthly online newsletter 
and a Facebook page which includes a weekly listing of events in 
the area. An office is maintained by the Chamber in the Tippe-
canoe Township Building, 102 S. Morton St. at West Washington 
Street. You may leave a phone message at (574) 834-7076.

A number of events have been created by and put on by the 
Chamber. These include the Dixie Day and Art Fair which honors 
the oldest continuously operating sternwheel paddle boat in 
Indiana, Webster Lake's own Dixie. This year it will be held on 
Saturday, July 30. Another event is the Heart of the Harvest Fall 
Festival, held this year on Saturday, September 24. Then on Sat-
urday, November 19, at the North Webster Community Center, a 
Visit With Santa welcomes the holiday season to North Webster 
with games, treats, and free photos with Santa for each child 
attending. The community Christmas tree is then lit in front of 
Pilcher's Shoes building. For more details on these and more 
Chamber events, visit our website at www.northwebster.com.

The Chamber supports other local events including the Mer-
maid Festival, Webster Lake Conservation Association fireworks 
display, Corn & Sausage Roast, and other activities at the North 
Webster Community Center and the North Webster Commu-
nity Public Library. In 2015, the Chamber assisted South Bend 
PBS station WNIT to produce and distribute the TV show, "Our 
Town: North Webster".

The North Webster Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
appreciates the support of its members and seeks to recognize 
them with a monthly award for Business or Organization of the 
Month. From nominations by the public, the Board chooses a 
member to honor each month with a sign and article online and 
in the local newspaper, The Mail-Journal. Each year, the Cham-
ber sponsors a banquet to award the Person of the Year, Small 
Business of the Year, and Large Business of the Year to those who 
have gone above and beyond for the community.

All Chamber officers and board members volunteer their time 
and talent to benefit the community.  They are:  President Sue 
Ward, Vice-President David Colquitt, Secretary Helen Leinbach, 
and Treasurer Stacey Cox.  Board members include Ben Ashpole, 
Jen Ducey, Terry Frederick, Jeremy Likens, Chris Lusso, Karilyn 
Metcalf, Brenda Peterson, Jim Smith, Martha Stoelting, and 
Susan Stump. Other members serve on committees and lend 
helping hands to local projects. 

Chamber President Sue Ward notes, "I would like to thank all the 
board members who volunteer their time and are dedicated to see-
ing the community prosper. The Chamber looks forward to mak-
ing North Webster a great place to live, visit, and do business. 



BECOME A WLCA MEMBER AND RECEIVE A SAVER CARD!

Able Printing & Business
Services LLC
Free Gift Pack with Printing or Copy 
Order over $20 (one per family please).
Commercial Orders Excluded

Ace Hardware
10% Off Each Gallon of Royal and 
Clark+Kensington paints (interior and 
exterior)

Ace Pest Control
5% Off Any New Service, Plus 5% Off if 
Paid By Cash or Check.  Offer Valid 
for New Customer or New Service for 
Existing Customer.

Adrift BBQ
Free Drink with Purchase of Sandwich 
or Meal on Wednesdays

American Legion Post 253
Every Tuesday – Buy 1 Sandwich and 
Get 1 of Equal or Lesser Value Free

Bart’s Water Sports
Buy 1 Get 1 Free Escape to the Lake 
T-Shirt (Item #SR5013)

Bourbon Street Pizza
Any Large 2-Topping Pizza, Breadsticks 
& 2 Litre for $14.99

Clark’s Marine Service
5% Off Retail Priced Manitou Pontoon 
and Evinrude Outboard. 10% Off Retail 
Priced Special Order Manitou Pontoon 
and Evinrude Outboard.  

Clayton’s Garden Center
10% Off on Fridays (Excluding Sale Items)

Custom Canvas and Awnings
10% Off Retail Price

Dave’s Electric, Heating & 
Cooling
$10.00 Off a Service Call

Elliott's Tree Care LLC
10% off Tree Trimming or Removal
Licensed & Insured

Future Heirlooms
10% Off 

Fuzzy's HideAway
Half-off on appetizers Monday thru 
Thursday

Guy’s Lawn Care
10% Off First Application of Fertilizer 
when you sign up for a yearly lawn 
treatment package.

Heart of the Lakes Antique 
Mall
10% Off Any Item $20 or More and
Paid by Cash or Check, excluding 
firms and markdowns.

J & W Bakery
A Baker’s Dozen (Buy 12 Rolls/Donuts 
& Get 1 Free)

Jill & Jennifer’s Salon of Style
Purchase a Conditioner and Get a 
Shampoo 1/2 Off 

Lions Karate
One Month Free Trial Including a
New Uniform for New Students
($100.00 Value)

Metcalf, Payne & Bell
$10.00 Off Cost of Opening OR Closing
Your Summer Cottage

Owen Family Funeral Homes
15% Off Any Monument or Marker 
Purchased from Owen Family Funeral 
Homes & Monuments in North Webster 
or Syracuse

Pilcher’s Shoes 
15% Off on Any Regular Price Product

Pizza King
$2.00 Off 16" Pizza.  Carry-Out & Dine-
In Only (does not apply to Delivery 
Orders)

Satori Boutique
10% Off All Merchandise, excluding 
Kay Rose, IB Moore and Jackson 
Junge

Sock’s Marina, Inc.
5% Discount on Winter Storage Fee

Sue’s Creations
10% off cash and carry in-store 
purchase

Tangibles Resale and 
Consignment
5% of Purchase to go to the
North Webster Area Food Pantry

WaterWorks Lake Services LLC
$10 off installation or removal of pier or 
boat lift for new customer

Ye Olde Tackle Box
10% Off Live Bait

 
 

2016 WLCA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
(Please return this voucher with your payment) 

 
Name(s) ______________________________________________  
 _____________________________________________________ 
Lake Address _________________________________________ 
Mailing Address  _______________________________________   
_________________________________________________________________ 
Contact Phone(s) _______________________________________ 
 
Membership Dues                  $     100.00 
Fireworks Fund                      $  _______  
Invasive Species (Weeds)       $  _______  
 
TOTAL:                                   $ _______                                         
 

 
E-mail Address 
__________________________________ 
 
 

E-mail Statements       Yes      No 
 
 
 
Checks Payable to WLCA                                            
 
Mail to:   WLCA 
                    P.O. Box 79 
                North Webster, IN 46555   

                                                                         

Please visit www.lakewebster.net for current information. 
Participating Merchants and Offers are subject to change 
by the Participating Merchants at any time without 
notice. 

Become a dues paying member and support WLCA in its efforts to protect and improve 
Webster Lake. Dues payments are $100 per year. Also consider a contribution to the 
Invasive Species (Weed Control) Fund. IDNR approves areas to be treated, but WLCA 
must pay for the treatments. The Webster Lake Annual Fireworks Show is solely supported 
by contributions from community businesses and WLCA members over and above their 
dues payments. All contributions to the fireworks fund are exclusively used for this purpose. 
Upon receipt of your dues and designated contributions, a Saver Card, together with a list of all participating mer-
chants and their incentive offers, will be mailed to you. Shop locally and take advantage of great discounts with these 
merchants: 
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WLCA 2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Saturday, June 18 - Annual Dixie Ride & Carry-in Brunch
Please join us for good food and get together with other residents 
of Webster Lake. The Dixie will leave from the Dixie Park Pavilion 

promptly at 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, July 2 - Annual Webster Lake Fireworks Display 
Fireworks will start at approximately 10:00 p.m.

(Rain Date:  Sunday, July 3, at approximately 10 p.m.)
Saturday, August 13  ~ Annual Meeting/Elections

The WLCA annual meeting and elections will be held on 
Saturday, August 13, at 9:30 a.m. at the Dixie Park Pavilion.

M
GET TO KNOW YOUR WLCA BOARD MEMBERS: 

Ron Erb, Chairman of the Fireworks Committee

My wife, Mary and I purchased a cottage in Epworth Forest 
in 1980 with her parents, John and Doris Crumb, and began 
seasonal lake living. We raised 3 children with week-end trips 
to the lake. We have 3 grandchildren who also have spent many 
fun hours at the lake. We are hoping that a great grandchild, 
due in July, will also have many good memories here at Lake 
Webster. In 2005, I had our cottage bulldozed, 
we built a retirement home, and became full time 
residents in 2006. 

I have always enjoyed the water. A highlight of 
my youth was going to the lake with my mother 
and brothers when we lived in Michigan. Having a 
place at Webster Lake has allowed me to expand 
my water interests. 

In the 1980’s through the 90’s, my kids and I skied 
with the Webster Lake Ski Bee’s. I served as Show 
Director and President while skiing in the weekly 
ski shows. I was a base in the pyramid act, in the 
jump act and skied on a canoe paddle. I gave up 
going over the ski ramp when I turned 60, although I still ski 
around on my jumpers. My friend, John Moore, turned me on 
to the ‘air chair’. We still both enjoy the smooth ride, and our 
attempts to jump it into the air with a successful landing. 

My latest passion is sailing. You can see me on the lake in our 
Capri 18 daily, weather permitting. In 2009 I became one of 
the captains on the Dixie and my wife, Mary, has joined me 
as a crew member. We have really enjoyed working with the 
Dixie organization and especially the customers who continue 
to come back year after year. I’ve heard it said, “It isn’t summer 
until you ride the Dixie.”

I’ve enjoyed serving our community as a board member with 
the WLCA the past several years. I have always felt it our duty 
to pay our membership since we use the lake for so much enjoy-
ment and encourage each of you to keep up your support or 
join today in order to keep Webster Lake in the best condition 
possible. We must be vigilant in our work: Dam maintenance, 

controlling invasive weeds and restoration projects. 
The latest project WLCA is involved with is Kline 
(Epworth) Island. This project must continue to 
keep the island from disappearing into the lake.

A quiz at the Community Center recently indicated 
that many in the community did not realize that 
the WLCA has sponsored and been responsible 
for the Lake Webster 4th of July Fireworks since 
the 1990’s. We could not continue with this awe-
some event, without the donations from WLCA 
members and local businesses. I am proud to be 
the Committee chairman for this annual event. 
It is a lot of responsibility for our committee 
to obtain a contract, obtain permits, enlist volun-

teers, obtain donations and make sure the fireworks program 
goes off without a hitch. 

All the officers are doing their best to help maintain Webster 
Lake. It’s been a pleasure to work with such a dedicated group 
of people. Under the direction of our president, Terry Frederick, 
efforts continue to stay on top of the next water quality issue or 
invasive weed here on Webster Lake. 

I challenge all to support the WLCA and do your part to keep 
Webster Lake a great place to enjoy.  t

 

Visit the WLCA website @ 

www.lakewebster.net 
 

WAKE BOATS

Please follow these guidelines when boating:
•	 Start	pulling	up	skiers	in	deep	water.
•	 Only	tube	in	the	deeper	parts	of	the	lake.
•	 Idle	until	200	feet	from	shore.
•	 Make	sure	you	are	in	at	least	20	feet	of	water	before	

opening	up	throttle.		
•	 Plane	your	boat	as	quickly	as	possible	to	protect	the	

lake	bottom.
•	 Respect	buoys	and	protected	areas.

If we all follow these 
simple suggestions 
when boating, we 
will be able to pre-
serve our beautiful 
lakes both now and 
for future genera-
tions. :


